
Religious Climate in New England Colonies

• Fervent religious life

• Rigorous and broadly 
exercised 
church/state discipline

• Church Covenants
• 1st generation 

• 2nd generation

• 3rd and subsequent 
generation 
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The Growing Problem

• Generational alienation

• Declining “visible church” 
membership

• Restricted reach of church 
discipline

• Decreased opportunities for 
civic participation
• Blended church/state
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The “Half-Way Covenant”

• Early Congregationalists (Puritans) had become church members only
after they had reported an experience of conversion acceptable to the 
church (approved conversion narrative) even if they had been baptized 
as children
• Many never reported a conversion experience

• They were still considered church members because they had been baptized (as 
infants, based on their parent’s church membership)
• They were not admitted to the Lord’s Supper

• They could not vote or hold political office

• Their children could not be baptized (because of their parent’s status)



The “Half-Way Covenant” (1657/1662)

• The Half-Way Covenant was created by Solomon Stoddard and 17th

century New England Congregationalists (Puritans) that allowed:
• Children of ”baptized” (as infants, based on their parent’s church 

membership) but unconverted church members to be baptized

• These children then became church members (could take the Lord’s Supper)

• These children acquired political rights (voting)

• These children were then expected to report their experience of conversion 
acceptable to the church (approved conversion narrative)

• The Great Awakening was a response to the Half-Way Covenant idea
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https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/view
content.cgi?article=1053&context=etas

“There is nothing that 
keeps wicked men at 
any one moment out 
of Hell, but 
the mere 
pleasure of 
God.”

https://digitalcommons.unl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1053&context=etas


Edwards’ Ten “Considerations”

1. God may release wicked men into Hell at any given moment

2. The wicked deserve to be released into Hell. Divine justice does not 
prevent God from allowing the destruction of  the wicked at any 
moment

3. The wicked, at this moment, suffer under 
God’s condemnation to Hell.



Edwards’ Ten “Considerations”

4. The wicked on earth -- at this very moment – suffer a sample of the 
torments of Hell. The wicked must not think, simply because they 
are not physically in Hell, that God (in whose hand the wicked now 
reside) is not – at this very moment – do not bear the fierceness of 
His wrath

5. At any moment God shall permit him,
Satan stands ready to fall upon the 

wicked and seize them as his own



Edwards’ Ten “Considerations”

6. If it were not for God’s restraints, there are, in the souls of wicked 
men, hellish principles reigning which, presently would kindle and 
flame out into hellfire

7. Simply because there are not visible means of death before them at 
any given moment, the wicked should not feel secure

8. Simply because it is natural to care for 
oneself or to think that others may 
care for them, men should not think 
themselves safe from God’s wrath



Edwards’ Ten “Considerations”

9. All that wicked men may do to save themselves from Hell’s pains 
shall afford them nothing if they continue to reject Christ

10. God has never promised to save us from Hell, 
except for those contained in Christ 
through the covenant of Grace.




